
 

 

 

What can Complete Herd Reporting do for me? 
 

1. Provide accurate EPD for my cattle. 

2. Give me a true comparison of each and every calf as well as the cows in my herd. 

3. Provide performance data on all of my calves and cows. 

4. Give me EPD data for my buyers. 

5. Improve EPD accuracies for myself and ARPA. 

 

The Complete Herd Reporting program is designed to help capture performance data and improve accuracies of 

EPDs by collecting weights for all of the calves in your yearly calf crop.  

 

Your Red Poll herd’s EPDs can only be accurate if ALL of the calves from your herd are reported. If all of the 

calves are not reported, the data is skewed toward only those reported and a true representation of your herd is 

not determined. Birth and yearling weights will also help to improve accuracies, but at a minimum the weaning 

weight of each calf needs to be submitted. As more information is input, not only will your accuracies improve 

but so will ARPA’s. The more herds reporting their information, the quicker the accuracies will improve due to 

the greater amount of data being compiled.  

 

In addition to the accuracies, an additional benefit to the Complete Herd Reporting is the ability to accurately 

state how many Red Poll cattle are in the United States. The more accurate the reporting, the stronger the Red 

Poll breed will become, bringing more buyers and breeders to the breed.  We can achieve our goals as we work 

together. 

 

Frequently Asked Questions: 

1) I cannot catch my calves at birth; can I still participate in Complete Herd Reporting?  

Yes, the only mandatory weight is the weaning weight.   

2) I do not have a scale and do not have enough cows to justify the expense of one. Can I participate?  

Yes. Beef cattle tapes are acceptable means of weighing. The same person should do all the taping and 

an effort should be made to tighten the tape the same each time. The actual weight is not the important 

figure but the figure in relation to herd mates for consistency. 

3) I have only 5-8 cows, how does Complete Herd Reporting help me?  

The records allow you to compare a cow's performance over different years as well as when she is bred 

to different sires. This information is available at a glance. It also gives you EPDs for your cattle. 

4) Why not just use birth weights and weaning weights to compare cattle?  

EPDs allow animals to be compared even if under different management, nutritional programs, or 

environment. 

5) This is just a performance program. There are other traits that I feel are just as important.  

This is very true. This is just one tool in evaluating your cattle. It is a management tool to be used along 

with other criteria in evaluating your herd. It tends to be more objective and less subjective. 

 

  



   

Steps to participating in Complete Herd Reporting: 
This program is very easy to participate in and the American Red Poll Association (ARPA) will send you the 

appropriate forms as needed. Here are the steps to follow. An explanation and examples of the forms will 

follow. 

 

Step 1:  The first of January, the ARPA 

office will initiate and send all breeders a 

Dam Inventory & Breeding Worksheet of all 

of your females old enough to calve in the 

current year. The breeder updates the sheet 

and sends it back to ARPA. The editing is 

simply putting a disposal code on any females 

listed you no longer own. The code will 

indicate if the cow was sold, died, etc. If there 

are any females you own which will calve in 

the upcoming calendar year missing on the 

inventory sent to you, you may add them to the 

form.     

 

Note: it is not mandatory you fill in the “Sire Used” and “AI dates or dates from/to” columns. If these items are 

listed on this sheet, they will be printed out on the next round of forms sent to you. The information may be 

added manually later if preferred. The most important items at this time are marking those animals no longer 

part of your herd and adding any not shown before returning it to ARPA. 

 

Step 2:  Upon receiving the Dam Inventory & Breeding Worksheet from the breeder, a Birth Worksheet & 

Registration Application is initiated and sent to the breeder. The breeder fills out the Birth Worksheet & 

Registration Application and sends it to ARPA.  

 

 

 

Note: It is best to send these in as groups 

that will be weaned together rather than 

waiting until the entire year’s calf crop is 
on the ground. Also, you can check the 

“Register now” column and fill in the 

“Name of Calf”.  An additional note is the 

disposal codes at the bottom of the form in 

which you can record any deaths, sales, etc.  

 

  

 

Figure 1 Example of completing the form. 



   

Step 3:  Upon receiving the completed Birth Worksheet & Registration Application, the data will be input.  

ARPA will then initiate Weaning Worksheets to send to the breeder along with Birth Average Summary. The 

Breeder fills out the Weaning Worksheet and sends to ARPA. 

Note: As with the Birth Worksheet & Registration 

Application, it is best to send these in as groups 

which are weaned together rather than waiting until 

the entire calf crop is weaned.  Also, note the 

disposal codes at the bottom of the form that may be 

filled in at weaning time as well. 

 

Step 4:  Upon receiving Weaning Worksheets, the data will be input.  ARPA will then initiate Yearling 

Worksheets to send to the breeder along with Weaning Average Summary. Also, a Weaning Report will be 

issued to show which calves have had weaning information submitted and which ones have not.  The Breeder 

fills out the Yearling Worksheet and sends to ARPA.  

Note: some breeders choose to combine steps 2 and 

3.  The breeder waits to send in the Birth Worksheet 

& Registration Application at weaning time along 

with the weaning weights. In this case, ARPA inputs 

the birth information and the weaning information. 

ARPA will send to the breeder the Birth Average 

Summary and the Weaning Average Summary 

along with the Yearling Worksheets. 



   

Step 5: Upon receiving the Yearling Worksheets, the data will be input.  ARPA will then initiate a Dam 

Production Certificate and a Sire Production Certificate. These are sent to the breeder along with Yearling 

Average Summary and a Yearling Report. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Note: The Dam Production Certificate will give 

you very valuable information on your cows at a 

glance from birth weight average, weaning 

average, and yearling average. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Note: The Sire Production Certificate will give you 

very valuable information on the sire you have 

chosen to use at a glance from birth weight average, 

weaning average, and yearling average. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Instructional sheets which will assist in filling out the forms are also available. 
 


